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Regulations for Completion of the Master’s Program
of the Institute of Bioinformatics and Systems Biology
at National Chiao Tung University
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Article 1  Principles on thesis advisor selection
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1.1 Thesis advisors for new graduate students should be full-time faculty members of

the College of Biological Science and Technology (hereafter referred to as the

College). The Joint Meeting of the Department of Biological Science and

Technology (hereafter referred to as the Department), the Institute of
Bioinformatics and Systems Biology (hereafter referred to as the IBSB) and the
Institute of Molecular Medicine and Bioengineering (hereafter referred to as the

IMB) determines the maximum number of students supervised by each faculty
member.

240 - PO BE R FRy M AT S RRE R B B R R
PN -
1.2 Upon new graduate students’ registration, documents related to thesis advisor

selection should be provided. New students are highly encouraged to make

appointments with faculty members in order to comprehend the faculty’s research
projects.

3. R - ATAE T

RG> BE [H2 i 4 83 p AR HEREY F2 ] 2
LS & A B #F,%‘r?(tv:lfi’lﬂ"iifﬁ Gz o M EFEEN B Y - B 4iRE S
LELIEACE TR U & %@?ﬁ%ﬁ d o BTk o
1.3 After a first-year graduate student has chosen a thesis advisor, he or she is required
to fill out the “Application Form for Assignment of a Thesis Advisor of the
College of Biological Science and Technology at National Chiao Tung University”
(hereinafter referred to as NCTU or the University) and to submit the form to the
joint office of the Department and Institutes to establish the supervisor-student
relationship. The selection procedure shall be completed no later than the end of
course registration period in the first semester after enrollment. The Director

of the IBSB will temporarily serve as the deputy advisor for those students who
are overdue for choosing thesis advisors
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1.4 If necessary, the thesis advisor may invite the faculty members and experts
(including adjunct professors) who are not from the College to co-advise
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1.4.(1) If the co-advisor from outside of the IBSB is not a faculty member at NCTU, his or

her qualification shall meet the qualification for the appointment of a member on



the Oral Defense Committee established by the College.
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1.4.(2) Co-advising shall not be proposed by students.
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1.5 [Ifa graduate student or a thesis advisor intends to terminate the advisory
relationship for any reason, the termination should follow the enforcement rules

as below. The enforcement rules shall apply to all enrolled graduate students of the
IBSB.
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1.5.(1) If a graduate student decides to terminate the thesis advisory change his or
her thesis advisor during the period of his or her study, he or she should apply
in written documents to the Joint Meeting of Institute Affairs of the IBSB. His
or her decision becomes effective after the IBSB notifies the thesis advisor
and both parties (the student and the advisor) have completed all required handover

transactions. Consent of the thesis advisor is not required.
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1.5.(2) If a thesis advisor decides to terminate the advisor-student relationship with
any of his or her advisees, he or she should apply in written documents to the
Joint Meeting of Institute Affairs of the IBSB. The advisee should be
informed of the review decisions by the Joint Meeting of Institute Affairs of
the IBSB. After the termination of the advisor-student relationship, the IBSB

may provide assistance to the graduate student to select a new advisor.
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1.5.(3) When a graduate student decides to terminate the thesis advisory changes
his or her thesis advisor in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines
(section 1.5), he or she shall not publish the research results based on the
original ideas, original concepts, and advisory guidance provided by the
original advisor in question, neither shall the student use those research
results for his or her own dissertation. However, student who obtains the

written consent of the original advisor may be exempted from the prohibition.
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1.5.(4) Implementation details not specified herein must all be subject to the “Guidelines for
the Interaction Between Thesis Advisors and Graduate Students of NCTU.”
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Article 2 Regulations on credits and course selection
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2.1 According to the regulations of the Ministry of Education, the duration of study for
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full-time master students in the IBSB is from one year to four years. The duration
for part-time master students may be extended to five years. Students of the IBSB

should complete at least 24 credits, which shall include the following:
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2.1.(1) Sequencing Technology and High-throughput Data Analysis; Structural
Bioinformatics; Machine Learning in Computational Biology; Statistical

Thermodynamics (choose two courses out of the four).
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2.1.(2) Departmental Seminar: a master student has to acquire two credits of this

course in two semesters, three credits of this course in three semesters; and



four credits of this course in four or more semesters.
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2.1.(3) Thesis in the Biological Science and Technology: a master student has to
acquire two credits of this course in two semesters, three credits of this course
in three semesters; and four credits of this course in four or more semesters.
The credits of this course are not included in graduation credits. Only one credits

of this course is recognized in one semester.
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2.1.(4) Special Topic Seminar in Bioinformatics: a master student has to acquire two
credits of this course within the duration of his or her study. Only two credits

of this course are recognized as graduation credits.
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2.2 Credit exemptions will be reviewed and decided by the Curriculum Committee of the IBSB.
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2.3 Students who wish to exempt required courses should apply to the Curriculum Committee
of the IBSB; the committee shall discuss and decide whether the credit exemptions are

approved.
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2.4 Implementation details not specified herein must all be subject to related laws and

regulations.
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Article 3 Procedures for proposing a Master’s thesis and the requirements for conducting an oral
defense
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3.1 An oral defense shall be conducted upon the thesis advisor’s written consent.
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3.2 The criteria of appointments for members on the Oral Defense Committee and the
criteria of the oral defense evaluation shall be in accordance with the Regulations
for Master and PhD Degrees Conferment of NCTU.
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3.3 The content of a Master’s thesis shall be in accordance with the rules from the

Guidelines of Research Ethics of NCTU.
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Article 4

1.

4.1

4.2

Direct admission to the PhD program

ViR R CRATE S c BEPRFFEIF ATV A2 - P o 5 B FAREA
(P 2% ) P2 i 2533 L2 PEZFET B -

Eligibility: Master students with top one-third academic performance in the IBSB

or with other special performances (such as publication of journal articles),

recognized by the Joint Meeting of the Department and the IBSB as academic

excellence and/or having prominent potential in research.
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Application procedure: The applicant should submit the following documents before
deadline: two or more recommendation letters from assistant professors or any
professors with higher academic ranks, including one letter from the applicant’s
thesis advisor or the Director of the IMB. The applicant should also submit two

original copies of the transcript of his or her first-year Master’s study.
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4.3
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Admission review: The Meeting of Department and Institute Affairs of the
Department and the IBSB shall decide the direct admission to the PhD program

every year.
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Article 5

Implementation details not specified herein must all be subject to the Regulations for
Master and PhD Degrees Conferment of NCTU and related laws and regulations of the
Ministry of Education.
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Article 6 The Regulations for Completion of the Master’s Program of the IBSB at

NCTU (hereafter referred to as the Regulations) were approved by the
Joint Meeting of Department and Institute Affairs of the Department and
the IBSB, reviewed by the Curriculum Committee of the College and the
Curriculum Committee of the University, and implemented after the

Regulations were submitted to the Meeting of Academic Affairs of the



University. The same procedure applies to any amendment of the

Regulations.
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Article 7 The Chinese version of this document shall prevail in case of any discrepancy or

inconsistency between Chinese version and its English translation.



